PEAGMATISM

This continuous process of selection and rejection
of * principles * and 6 facts' has, as we have said,
a thoroughly biological tinge. The fitness of a
postulate to survive is being continually tested. It
springs in the first place from a human hope that
events may be systematized in a certain way, and
it endures so long as it enables men to deal with
them in that way. If it fails, the formation of fresh
ideals and fresh hypotheses is demanded; but that
which causes one postulate to prevail over another
is always the satisfaction which, if successful! it
promises to some need or desire* Thus * thought'
is everywhere inspired by 'will.' It is an instru-
ment, the most potent man has found, whereby he
brings about a harmony with his environment.
This harmony is always something of a compro-
mise. We postulate conformity between Nature
and one of our ideals. We usually desire more
than we can get, but insist on all that Nature can
concede.

Causation serves as a good example. Experience
as It first comes to us is a mere flood of happen-
ings, with no distinction between causal and casual
sequences. Clearly our whole ability to control our
life, or even to continue it, demands that we should
predict what happens, and guide our actions accord-
ingly. We therefore postulate a right to dissect
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